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Disposal of Accident-Ge~rated Water 

On July 31, 1987, the Commission published in the Federal Register 
a notice of opportunity for prior hearing on GPU Nuclear's request for a 
license amendment to delete the current technical specification 
prohibition on the disposal or TMI-2 accioent-generated water. In 
response to the notice, t wo requests for hearing/petitions for leave to 
intervene have been filed and an Atomic Safety and Licensing Board nas 
been established ana is no• considering the request s and petitions. 

The purpose of ~nis letter is to provide our latest assessment of 
the T~l-2 Cleanup program schedule ana the potential effect of tne water 
disposal schedule on tne comple~ion of cleanuo. Based on this 
asses~~nt, we request tnat the ConnUssion assign sufficient staff 
resources to support both expedition in the adjudicatory proceeding and 
ongo ing review and oversight or tne cleanup program. 

Attachment 1 provides a cnronology of some major steps taken since 
~~ first Qiscussed the mat ter of the accident wa ter with the 
Commissioners in a puolic meeting in January 1986. GPU Nucl~~r•s 
proposed methOd of oisposal (ion exchange, followed by evaporati~l with 
resiOUP disposal as c~rcial low-level waste) nas been endorsee by the 
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tmc Staff in its final Environmental lmoac~ S~ate~e~~. a~d oy the Safety 
Advisory Board for TMI-2. Tne tla~ional COV\Cll for RiiO:a~ion Pro'.ec'.lon 
fou'"\C that the ~altn ar.a safety of t.ne puolic -.oulo no: oe affecteo oy 
release to tne a~~!>;>here. Tne Dcpa:-tme"'t of Energy cc"\:l~.;:led tna'. "we 
oelieve tt~ enviro~entally preferre:l al~ernative ap~ars :o oe onsite 
evaporation." Tne U.S. Environmental Pro~ec:ion ~~e~y co~luaea tnat 
"there are no sig,iflca"''. rao1a'.1on i~acts from the proposeo 
alternatives icentif1ec .•• " kdOi~1onal supportive c~nts •ere receive~ 
from tne Pennsylva~ia Deo~rtrcnt of Health ana tne Marylanc Department or 
Natural Resources, as •ell as the Pennsylva~ia oel~ga:1on to tne Un1~eo 
States Congress, con~i!:ional on a finding ~ha'. 01sposal -.as techn1cally 
feasible and cnviro~~ntally safe. 

t.s s '.a'.ta in the t • .rtc' s Pro..JraJTtnat ic En• i rc.rtl'tental Incact Statement 
final Suople~nt ~aling • ith Disposal of ~~c iccnt-G~nera:eo Water: 

u~:1r~~e cisposal of tne •ater is coosioered a 
flr'~u;;-•''"'~ial ele~n!: in accomplishing the overall cleanup 
of T~:-2. Rela:1vely near-terrn act1on to safely ais~se 
of the •a ~er would support the Commissi~n•s goal of safe 
anJ e ·~aitious cleanup of tne facility . 
tJureg-0683 Supplc~nt No. 2 Final Report a~ viii (.).Jne 1987) 

H~proval of the processed acc1dc~t • a~er Cl~~sal is pivotal to 
co~le:ion of ~ he disposa l process i:self ana tnc eno of cleanup at 
IMl-2. The necessary orer~ouisi~es for cl~a~p complet1on reQuire 
dra1ning, flu:.l'ling, arxl cecon:.anina:ion of a nur-o~r of s;-s:ems , including 
the Reactor Coolan~ System, tr~ fuel pools and other plant systems 
C~'"'l~aining acci~~t-generatcj •ater. Tne current cleanup schedule , wl'licn 
incluoes araini"g tnese sys:ens , "'as bclseo upon • a:er oisposal plan . 
approval in July 1987 a'"'ld 1nitiation of pro:csseo water oisoosal in early 
1988. (~OT[: As nuch as si~ months may be requireo to place the system 
in o~ra~ion once the CQ~tractor has been author1:ed to co-roence 
fabrication of the sys~em.) 

Tne ott1er najor activi~ies 1'\eeded to arrive at the:! e'"ld of the TMI-2 
cleanuo program are moving rapioly towaro comple:1on. Recent progress in 
tnc aefueling activity is par:icularly notewortny. v~re than one-nalf of 
tt~e core dcoris has bee, removea from the reactor vessel a"'d either is 
being pre~ared for shipment or has been snipped to the Department or 
Energy. 

u~er tnc bes~ of circ~stances , the Licensi'"'lg eoaro proceeoing 
wn1ch -.e unaerstana ~st be c~pleteo prior to a Comr.lSSlon oecisi~~ -
"'ill conplicate a~ delay the final stages of cleanup of ~1-2. We 
lntcno to press upon the Atomic Safety ana Lice~sing Boara tne neea for 
c~peai:ion in the conouct of the aajuaication, in order to r.Unimize the 
delay in cleanup comple~i~n . In parallel, timely revie• a~d approval of 
certain safety analyses re~u•reo for ongJing cleanup activities, 
inclucing defueling ana preoaratlon for POMS, will be esse~tial to the 
pro~ra~ schedule. Rev1si~~ and update of the T~l-2 Tecnnical 
S~~cifications n ~Recovery O~~rations Plan, a co~~i~~lng process as 
plant conditions change, also • 111 reouire timely Nqc staff act1on. 
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We reQuest, therefore, that the Commission assis~ in minimizing the 
aoverse scheOule effects of the accioent wa~er proceeoing by ensuring the 
avallaoility of necessary starr resources to support oath participation 
in an expeaited hearing process ana tinely oversight ana support for the 
ongoing cleanup opera~ion. 

mak 

Sincerely, 

/s/ E. E. Kintner 

E. E. Kintner 
Executive Vice Presiaent 

A~~acrnent 

cc: 
.. . ~- - ---- - .. 

Docketing and Services Branch ~ 
cSneloon J. wolfe, Chairman ASLB 
Or. Oscar H. Paris - ASLB 
Glenn 0. Bright - ASLB 
Victor Stella, Jr. - Executive Director for Operations 
Or. Tnomas E. Murley - Director, Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
Or. William T. Russell -Regional AG~inistrator, Region 1 
Frank ~iraglia - Associate Director for Projects 
Dennis M. Crulchfielo- Dir., Oiv. of Reactor Proj. III/IV/V ana Special Proj. 
Frank Schroeoer - Assistant Director Region IV Reactor and Special Projects 
Or. William D. Travers - Director, TMI-2 Cleanup Project Directorate 
La~rence J. Chandler , ESQuire -Office of the General Counsel 
John R. McKinstry, ESQuire - Dept. of Environmental Resources, PA 
Ms. F:a~es Skolnick - Susoueha~~a Valley Alliance 
Ms. vera L. Stuchinski - Three Mile Island Alert 
Thomas Baxter, Esquire - Shaw, Pittman, Potts, & Trowbriage 
Ernest L. Bla~e. ESQuire - Shaw, Pittman, Potts; & Tro-nridge 



TMI-2 ACCIDDH-GENERATEO -.ATER DISPO~ 

Ja~ary 14, 1986 Corrrnission rCQuesteo G'\..1 Uuclear to su~H a proposal 
to dispose of accident-generated water • 

.l.Jly 31, 1986 GPU t:uclear suomltted oisposal reconrenaa tion (i.e. , 
evaporation) to t~C. 

Decer:t>er 1986 N'1C published Draft Supplerrent 2 to PElS for cOI'llrent. 

Ja~ary 1987 IIRC Advisory Panel on Decontamination of TMI-2 
conducts first of three (3) pub1lc ~eting on issue. 

February 25, 1987 GPU Nuclear sUDrrutled TSCR 156 to NRC to oelete ban 
on processed water oi sposal. 

.April 16, 1987 Advisory Panel meets wi tn liRC to oiscuss GPU Nutlear 
•a ter disposal proposal. 

~4Y 14, 1987 GPU Nuclear letter to Comnission r~uested approval 
of water 01sposal recommenoation by .l.Jly 31, 1987 • 

.l.Jre 1987 Supplement No. 2, PElS presented to Comission with 
staff reco•w.ll!nda~ion to approve accident-generated 
water disposal by evaporation. 

July 31, 1987 Commission published Notice of Opportunity for Prior 
Hearing - 52 Fll 28626. 

September 1987 Petitions for hearings and leave to intervene filed. 
Atomic Safety and Lice~sing Boaro appointed. 
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